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SUBJECT: INCIDENTS OVER WEEKEND 

REF: ISTANBUL 2579 

1 . OVERWEEKEND CURRENT CYCLE OF POLITICAL VIOLENCE (REF) BY 
APPARENT LEFTIST TERRORISTS CONTINUED. NIGHT OF AUGUST 6 PAN 
AMERICAN-OWNED INTERCONTINENTAL HOTEL ON TAKSIM SQUARE WAS 
STRAFED WITH AUTOMATIC WEAPON FIRE. RESIDENT MANAGER CONFIRMS 
PRESS REPORTS THAT BULETS BROKE SEVERAL WINDOWS BUT NO ONE 
WAS INJURED IN INCIDENT. CONGEN OFFICERS WHO OBSERVED DAMAGE 
NOTED FIRING ON HOTEL WAS APPARENTLY RANDOM AND HALF DOZEN 
OR MORE HIGH-CALIBRE BULLETS ENTERED ROOMS ON FIFTH AND SIXTH 
FLOORS. 

2. SAME NIGHT BOMB EXPLODED AT TIRE COMPANY (LASSA) 

BUILDING OWNED BY TURKEY'S SECOND LARGEST BUSINESS CONGLOMERATE, 
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SABANCI HOLDING; SEVERAL WINDOWS WERE BROKEN BUT THERE WERE 
NO INNURIES. LASSA PRODUCES B.F. GOODRICH TIRES UNDER 
LICENSING ARRANGEMENT. SABANCI HOLDING HAS BEEN FREQUENT 
TARGET OF LEFTIST MILITANT BOMBINGS IN PAST. IN PARTICULAR, 

THE OFFICES OF THIS COMPANY'S BANK (AKBANK) HAVE REPEATEDLY 
BEEN HIT. 
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3. PRESS REPORTS THAT POLICE HAVE ARRESTED NUMBER OF 
SUSPECTS IN INVESTIGATION OF BOMBINGS REPORTED REFTEL. 

MINISTER OF INTERIOR ARRIVED IN ISTANBUL OVER WEEKEND AND 
WILL BE REVIEWING SECURITY SITUATION WITH LOCAL AUTHORITIES. 

4. POLICE ARE ALSO INVESTIGATING POSSIBILITY OF SABOTAGE IN 
HUGE FIRE WHICH BROKE OUT AUGUST 6 IN FENER, ONE OF OLDEST 
SECTIONS OF ISTANBUL. NEWSPAPERS CHARACTERIZED FIRE AS ONE 
OF LARGEST IN CITY'S RECENT HISTORY. IT REPORTEDLY DESTROYED 
SEVERAL CITY BLOCKS WHICH INCLUDED A MOSQUE, SEVERAL LARGE 
WAREHOUSES. MORE THAN A DOZEN SMALL BUSINESSES AND NUMEROUS 
PRIVATE HOMES. ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE IS LO ATED IN FENER 
AREA, BUT CONGEN OFFICERS CONFIRMED THAT ALTHOUGH FIRE CAME 
CLOSE, PARTI ARCHATE APPEARS UJDAMAGED. 

5. COMMENT: DESPITE INCIDENTS INVOLVING U.S. - OWNED HOTEL 
AND U.S. COMPANY’S LICENSED REPRESENTATIVE, WE HAVE NO 
INDICATION THAT MILITANT LEFTIST PLAN TO CONCENTRATE 
FURTHER ATTACKS AGAINST U.S. CITIZENS OR PROPERTY. INTER 
CONTINENTAL FRONTS ON TAKSIM SQUARE WHICH HAS OVER AND OVER 
BEEN SCENE OF INCIDENTS OF POLITICAL VIOLENCE. DEPARTMENT 
WILL RECALL THAT MUCH OF VIOLENCE WHICH OCCURRED ON MAY 1 
THIS YEAR OCCURRED IN FRONT OF AND ALONGSIDE INTERCONTINENTAL. 
SABANCIS HAVE BEEN LONG-TIME TARGET OF LEFTIST EXTREMISTS FOR 
INTERNAL POLITICAL REASONS RATHER THAN THEIR U.S. CONNECTIONS. 
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